
CORRESPONDENCE – January 2020 

 

a) Date: 2019 November 27 [Received December 10] 

Topic: Endorsement of Correspondence re: Measures to Address the Rise of Vaping in Ontario 

From: Fred Eisenberger, Mayor, City of Hamilton 

To:  The Honourable Christine Elliott, Minister of Health 

 

Background: 

 

On November 27, 2019, the City of Hamilton Board of Health wrote to Minister Elliott endorsing 

correspondence from 1) Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox & Addington Public Health 2) Simcoe 

Muskoka District Healthy Unit and 3) Windsor-Essex County Health Unit in support of the measures 

to address the rise of vaping in Ontario. Refer to correspondence item d) in the November 21, 2019 

Board of Health agenda.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

b) Date: 2019 November 27 [Received December 10] 

Topic: Endorsement of Regional Municipality of Durham’s Motion re: Opioid Overdose 

Emergency Resolution 

From: Fred Eisenberger, Mayor, City of Hamilton 

To: The Honourable Patty Hajdu, Minister of Health, Health Canada, The Honourable 

Christine Elliott, Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, Ontario 

 

Background: 

 

On November 27, 2019, the City of Hamilton Board of Health wrote to Minister Patty Hajdu and 

Minister Christine Elliott in support of the correspondence received from the Regional Municipality 

of Durham in support of their motion on an Opioid Overdose Emergency Resolution. Refer to 

correspondence item m) in the November 21, 2019 Board of Health agenda.  

 

 

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

c) Date: 2019 December 9 

Topic: Schedule 16 of Proposed Bill 132 Respecting the Aggregate Resources Act 

From: Wellington Dufferin Guelph Public Health 

To:  The Honourable John Yakabuski, Minister of Natural Resources and Forestry 

 

Background: 

 

On December 9, 2019, the Board of Health for Wellington-Dufferin-Guelph Public Health (WDGPH) 

wrote to Minister Yakabuski to express concerns over the amendments to the Aggregate Resources 

Act that could impact the protection of groundwater resources within the region. The proposed 

amendments limit the ability of municipalities to protect their local groundwater, and consequently, 

valuable drinking water resources. WDGPH encourages the provincial government to reconsider the 

removal of municipal authority to use zoning by-laws to regulate the depth of aggregate extraction 

activities.  

https://www.healthunit.com/november-21-2019-boh-agenda
https://www.healthunit.com/november-21-2019-boh-agenda
https://www.healthunit.com/november-21-2019-boh-agenda


 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

d) Date:  2019 December 3 [Received December 11] 

Topic: E-Cigarette and Aerosolized Product Prevention and Cessation  

From:  Sudbury & Districts Public Health 

To: The Honourable Christine Elliott, Minister of Health, Ministry of Health, Ontario 

 

Background: 

 

On December 3, 2019, The Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & Districts wrote to Minister 

Elliott to convey their congratulations on the recent decision to ban the promotion of vapour products 

in corner stores and gas stations. In addition, the Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & 

Districts further urges for the adoption of an expert-informed comprehensive tobacco and e-cigarette 

strategy to address flavoured e-juice, online sales to minors, treatment programs for youth cessation, 

and public education.  

 

Recommendation:  Receive. 

 

 

e) Date: 2019 November 27 [Received December 10] 

Topic: Endorsement of Comprehensive Measures to Address the Rise of Vaping in Canada 

From: Fred Eisenberger, Mayor, City of Hamilton 

To:  The Honourable Patty Hajdu 

 

Background: 

 

On November 27, 2019, the City of Hamilton Board of Health wrote to Minister Hajdu in support of 

the correspondence from Kingston, Frontenac and Lennox & Addington Public Health regarding 

comprehensive measure to address the rise of vaping in Canada. Refer to correspondence item f) in the 

November 21, 2019 Board of Health agenda.  

 

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

f) Date: 2019 December 18  

Topic: National Universal Pharmacare Program 

From: Leeds, Grenville & Lanark District Health Unit 

To:  The Honourable Patty Hajdu 

 

Background: 

 

On December 18, 2019, the Board of Health for Leeds, Grenville and Lanark District Health Unit 

wrote to Minister Hajdu urging the Federal government to follow through on the promise to develop a 

national universal pharmacare program. A publicly funded health system that does not cover the cost 

of prescription medications is a barrier for many people receiving treatment they need for health 

problems.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

https://www.healthunit.com/november-21-2019-boh-agenda


g) Date: 2019 December 18 

Topic: Association of Local Public Health Agency (alPHa) Moving notice 

From: alPHa 

To:  All Health Units 

 

Background: 

 

Effective December 19, 2019 the Association of Local Public Health Agencies (alPHa) moved to a 

new address: 480 University Avenue, Suite 300, Toronto, Ontario, M5G 1V2.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

h) Date: 2019 December 19 

Topic: Stricter rules of vaping product promotion and finalizing labelling and packaging 

requirements for vaping products 

From: James Van Look, Director General, Tobacco Control Directorate 

To:  All Health Units 

 

Background: 

 

On December 19, 2019, Mr. Van Look wrote to all health units to advise that Health Canada proposes 

stricter rules on vaping product promotion and on finalizing labelling and packaging requirements for 

vaping products. The proposed Vaping Products Promotion Regulation (VPPR) would prohibit all 

advertising that can be seen or heard by youth, with minor exceptions, and would prohibit the display 

of vaping products in retail locations, including online, that can be seen by youth. The regulations 

would also require that a health warning be conveyed in vaping product advertisements that are not 

prohibited. Consultation on the proposed regulations will run until January 20, 2020. Health Canada 

welcomes written submissions or input provided online.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

i) Date: 2019 December 20 [Received December 24] 

Topic: Mr. Michael Clarke, Provincial Appointment Term 

From: The Honourable Christine Elliott, Minister of Health 

To:  Dr. Michael Clarke, Middlesex-London Board of Health 

 

Background: 

 

On December 20, 2019, Minister Elliott wrote to Dr. Clarke to thank him for his time serving on the 

Board of Health for Middlesex-London Health Unit. Dr. Clarke’s current appointment will come to 

an end on February 29, 2020. 

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

j) Date: 2019 January 2 

Topic: Request for Weekly Data Reports on Vaping Cases  

From: Peterborough Public Health 

To:  The Honourable Christine Elliott 



Background: 

 

On January 2, 2020, the Board of Health for Peterborough Public Health received correspondence 

from the City of Hamilton requesting that cases of vaping-related severe pulmonary disease in 

Hamilton hospitals be shared with Hamilton’s Medical Officers of Health. Refer to correspondence 

item f) in the December 12, 2019 Board of Health agenda. The Board of Health for Peterborough 

Public Health is requesting the same information from Peterborough Regional Health Centre be 

shared with Peterborough’s Medical Officer to Health.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

k) Date: 2019 January 9 

Topic: Display and promotion of vaping products 

From: Porcupine Health Unit  

To: The Honourable Patty Hadju, Ministry of Health, Health Canada, The Honourable 

Christine Elliott, Minister of Health, Ontario 

 

Background: 

 

On January 9, 2020, Porcupine Health Unit Board of Health wrote to Minister Hadju and Minister 

Elliott in support of the correspondence received from Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit 

regarding the promotion and display of vaping products. Refer to correspondence item a) in the 

October 17, 2019 Board of Health agenda. The Board of Health for Porcupine Health Unit also 

requests that the recommendations forwarded by the Physicians for a Smoke-Free Canada be 

considered in the development of new regulations with respect to vaping.  

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

l) Date: 2019 January 9 [Received January 10] 

Topic: Mr. Robert Parker, Provincial Appointment Term 

From: The Honourable Christine Elliott, Minister of Health 

To:  Middlesex-London Health Unit 

 

Background:  

 

On January 9, 2020, Mr. Robert Parker was appointed as a part time member of the Board of Health 

for the Middlesex-London Health Unit, effective until December 31, 2020. 

 

Recommendation: Receive. 

 

 

https://www.healthunit.com/2019-12-12-boh-agenda
https://www.healthunit.com/october-17-2019-boh-agenda
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December 3, 2019

VIA EMAIL 

The Honourable Christine Elliott
Minister of Health 
Hepburn Block, 10th Floor
80 Grosvenor Street
Toronto, ON M7A 2C4

Dear Minister Elliott:

Re:  E-Cigarette and Aerosolized Product Prevention and Cessation

On behalf of the Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & Districts, 
I am very pleased to convey our congratulations on your recent decision 
to protect Ontarians by banning the promotion of vapour products in 
corner stores and gas stations. This is an important first step in reducing 
exposure and accessibility to vapour products and working toward 
improving the health of Ontarians. 

By the enclosed resolution, the Board of Health further urges the adoption 
of an expert-informed comprehensive tobacco and e-cigarette strategy to 
address flavoured e-juice, online sales to minors, treatment programs for 
youth cessation, and public education.

Minister, we recognize that your Ministry is committed to establishing a 
patient centered system for health, and to ensuring system sustainability 
for Ontarians now and into the future. To this end, we strongly endorse 
that any vaping strategy is firmly grounded in the connect between vaping 
and tobacco use. 

As you are aware, although vaping is not without risk, tobacco causes 
nearly 16 000 deaths per yeari and costs Ontario nearly $7 billion ($2.7 
billion direct health care, $4.2 billion indirect costs) annually.ii Cigarettes 
are known to be toxic and cause cancer, lung, and heart disease when 
used as intendediii and nearly one in five Ontarians continue to smokeiv. 
Reducing supply and exposure to products must be part of the system 
sustainability goal. This holds true for tobacco and  anything that may 



Healthier communities for all.

promote or normalize its use, such as vaping. Below, we are sharing a compelling infographic developed 
by Public Health Sudbury & Districts to convey this important message to our publics. 

Thank you again for your leadership in the protection of youth from the risks of vaping. We urge you 
to consider in your next steps the linkages between vaping and tobacco and develop a comprehensive 
tobacco and e-cigarette strategy. Please know that the Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & 
Districts is a committed local partner in this important work.

Sincerely,

René Lapierre, Chair
Board of Health, Public Health Sudbury & Districts 

Enclosures (2)

cc: The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier, Minister of Intergovernmental Affairs
 All Ontario Boards of Health
 Dr. David Williams, Chief Medical Officer of Health
 The Honourable Jamie West, MPP, Sudbury
 The Honourable France Gélinas, MPP, Nickel Belt
 The Honourable Michael Mantha, MPP, Algoma-Manitoulin
 Council of Ontario Medical Officers of Health 
 Loretta Ryan, Executive Director, Association of Local Public Health Agencies
 Pegeen Walsh, Executive Director, Ontario Public Health Association
 Constituent Municipalities within Public Health Sudbury & Districts
 The Honourable Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario

i Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. (2018, May 3) Minister of Health and Long-    
  Term Care. Letter. Smoke-Free Ontario Strategy.
ii CCO and Ontario Agency for Health Protection and Promotion (Public Health Ontario).  
  (2019). The burden of chronic diseases in Ontario: key estimates to support efforts in  
   prevention. Toronto: Queen’s Printer for Ontario.
iii Health Canada. (2019). Smoking, vaping and tobacco. Retrieved from 
   https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/smoking-tobacco/vaping.html
iv Ministry of Health and Long-Term Care. (2018). Smoke-Free Ontario: The Next Chapter  
   – 2018. Toronto: Queen’s Printer for Ontario. Retrieved from 
   http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/   
   SmokeFreeOntario/SFO_The_Next_Chapter.pdf 
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/smoking-tobacco/vaping.html
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/SmokeFreeOntario/SFO_The_Next_Chapter.pdf
http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/ministry/publications/reports/SmokeFreeOntario/SFO_The_Next_Chapter.pdf


The need for a 
comprehensive tobacco 
and e-cigarette strategy
The rapid proliferation of e-cigarette 
use is fuelling mass recruitment of new 
consumers by an established industry, 
which profits from nicotine addiction.

Many e-cigarette users are unaware of the 
potential harms of regular or occasional 
use. There is evidence that e-cigarette 
use increases youth uptake of tobacco.

Tobacco continues to kill its users and 
cause cancer, lung and heart disease,  
and grips 1.8 million Ontarians daily. 

Ingredients of a comprehensive tobacco 
and e-cigarette strategy include 
cessation, prevention (denormalization, 
education, taxation), and protection 
(enforcement, controls, regulations).

In time, e-cigarettes may be proven to 
help people quit smoking. What’s the 
message to everyone else? 

IF YOU DON’T SMOKE, DON’T VAPE.

December 2019
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Moved by Hazlett - Thain
Approved by Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & Districts, November 21, 2019

48-19   E-CIGARETTE AND AEROSOLIZED PRODUCT PREVENTION AND CESSATION

WHEREAS the Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & Districts has a longstanding history of 
proactive and effective action to prevent tobacco and emerging product use and to promote tobacco use 
cessation; and 

WHEREAS electronic cigarettes are increasingly popular in Canada, especially among youth and 
among smokers, including 15% of Canadian youths and 10% of local youths reporting having tried 
e-cigarettes; and

WHEREAS there is increasing concern about the health hazards of using e-cigarettes including 
nicotine addiction, transition to tobacco products especially among youth, and emerging risks of severe 
pulmonary illness; and

WHEREAS the Ontario government recently announced restrictions on the promotion of e-cigarettes 
and products that will come into effect January 2020;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Board of Health for Public Health Sudbury & Districts, while 
congratulating the Minister of Health on the restrictions on e-cigarette promotion, urge the adoption of 
an expert-informed comprehensive tobacco and e-cigarette strategy to address flavoured e-juice, online 
sales to minors, treatment programs for youth cessation, and public education; and

FURTHER that the Board urge the Minister to work with provincial, territorial and federal 
counterparts to adopt other evidence-informed strategies such as taxation, use prohibition, industry 
denormalization, and cross-Canada public education to address this emerging public health issue.

 CARRIED WITH FRIENDLY AMENDMENTS
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WE’RE MOVING! 
 
 
Dear alPHa Member, 
 
 
We are pleased to inform you that our office will be relocating to the following new 
address effective Thursday, December 19, 2019.  Our phone number, extensions and 
email addresses will remain the same.  
 
NEW ADDRESS: 
 
 Association of Local Public Health Agencies 
 480 University Avenue, Suite 300 
 Toronto ON  M5G 1V2 
 
Please update your records with our new address.  
  
We apologize in advance for any inconvenience that you may encounter during our 
transition period in the week of December 16th. If you have any questions about our 
move, please feel free to contact us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
alPHa Staff 
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Elizabeth Milne

From: Van Loon, James (HC/SC) <james.vanloon@canada.ca>

Sent: Thursday, December 19, 2019 2:45 PM

To: pregs (HC/SC)

Subject: Stricter rules on vaping product promotion and finalizes labelling and packaging 

requirements for vaping products / Règles plus strictes concernant la promotion des 

produits de vapotage et finalise les exigences en matière d’étiquetage et d’emballage

Health Canada proposes stricter rules on vaping product promotion and finalizes labelling and packaging 

requirements for vaping products 

 

Evidence shows that youth vaping rates in Canada are increasing at a concerning pace. The Government of Canada has 

taken a number of steps in recent months to address the rise in youth vaping. 

Please see Health Canada’s announcement related to the Government of Canada’s response to the rise in youth vaping 

at the following link: https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/news/2019/12/health-canada-proposes-to-ban-

advertising-of-vaping-products-wherever-they-can-be-seen-or-heard-by-youth.html  

 

Health Canada is publishing proposed restrictions on vaping product promotion in the Canada Gazette, Part I on 

Saturday, December 21, 2019 for a 30-day comment period.  

The proposed Vaping Products Promotion Regulations (VPPR) would prohibit all advertising that can be seen or heard by 

youth, with minor exceptions, and would prohibit the display of vaping products at retail locations, including online, that 

can be seen by youth. The regulations would also require that a health warning be conveyed in vaping product 

advertisements that are not prohibited.  

 

Canadians and interested parties are invited to share their views on the proposed regulations. Health Canada welcomes 

written submissions or input provided online. This consultation will run until January 20, 2020.  

Final labelling and packaging requirements for vaping products are being published in the Canada Gazette, Part II on 

December 24, 2019. The Vaping Products Labelling and Packaging Regulations (VPLPR) require that vaping products that 

contain vaping substances display important health and safety information. Vaping products containing nicotine must 

display a standardized nicotine concentration statement and a health warning about the addictiveness of nicotine. In 

addition, vaping products containing nicotine must be packaged in child-resistant containers and display a toxicity 

warning and first aid treatment statement. A list of ingredients must be displayed on vaping substances, regardless of 

nicotine content. Refillable vaping devices and their parts must be child-resistant. 

 

How to view the regulations and supporting documents: 

The proposed VPPR and draft document to be incorporated by reference can be accessed through this 

link:  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/19ymmoizwn3hnyj/AACzU205SDOaMK-X0d2caXhGa 

 

The VPLPR and document incorporated by reference can be accessed through the same link. 

 

 

**************************************************************************************************

** 

 

Santé Canada propose des règles plus strictes concernant la promotion des produits de vapotage et finalise les 

exigences en matière d’étiquetage et d’emballage des produits de vapotage 
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Des données récentes montrent que les taux de vapotage chez les jeunes au Canada augmentent à un rythme 

inquiétant. Le gouvernement du Canada a donc pris un certain nombre de mesures au cours des derniers mois pour 

contrer l’augmentation du vapotage chez les jeunes. 

Pour consulter l’annonce de Santé Canada concernant la réponse du gouvernement du Canada à l’égard de 

l’augmentation du vapotage chez les jeunes, cliquez sur le lien suivant : https://www.canada.ca/fr/sante-

canada/nouvelles/2019/12/sante-canada-se-propose-dinterdire-la-publicite-sur-les-produits-de-vapotage-partout-ou-

elle-pourrait-etre-vue-ou-entendue-par-des-jeunes.html 

 

Santé Canada publiera les restrictions proposées en matière de promotion liée aux produits de vapotage dans la Partie I 

de la Gazette du Canada, le samedi 21 décembre 2019, pour une période de consultation de 30 jours.  

Le projet de Règlement sur la promotion des produits de vapotage (RPPV) vise à interdire, sauf quelques exceptions 

mineures, toute publicité de produits de vapotage qui pourrait être vue ou entendue par les jeunes ainsi que l’affichage 

à la vue des jeunes des produits de vapotage dans les commerces de détail, incluant dans les commerces en ligne. Le 

règlement exigerait également que les publicités de produits de vapotage qui ne sont pas interdites comportent une 

mise en garde sur les dangers pour la santé. 

 

Les Canadiens et les parties intéressées sont invités à communiquer leurs points de vue sur ce projet de règlement. 

Santé Canada recueille les soumissions écrites ou les commentaires fournis en ligne. La consultation se déroulera 

jusqu’au 20 janvier 2020. 

La publication définitive des exigences relatives à l’étiquetage et à l’emballage des produits de vapotage sera effectuée 

dans la Partie II de la Gazette du Canada le 24 décembre 2019. Le Règlement sur l’étiquetage et l’emballage des produits 

de vapotage (REEPV) exige que des renseignements importants sur la santé et la sécurité soient inscrits sur les produits 

de vapotage contenant des substances de vapotage. Les produits de vapotage contenant de la nicotine doivent afficher 

un énoncé normalisé de la concentration de nicotine et une mise en garde relative à la santé à propos du caractère 

addictif de la nicotine. De plus, les produits de vapotage contenant de la nicotine doivent être emballés dans des 

contenants protège-enfants et porter un avertissement de toxicité et un énoncé de premiers soins. Une liste 

d’ingrédients doit être affichée sur les substances de vapotage, quelle que soit leur teneur en nicotine. Les produits de 

vapotage réutilisables, y compris les dispositifs et leurs pièces, doivent être équipés de mécanismes protège-enfants. 

 

Comment accéder au règlement et aux documents connexes : 

Le projet de RPPV et le document provisoire à incorporer par renvoi peuvent être consultés à l’adresse 

suivante :  https://www.dropbox.com/sh/19ymmoizwn3hnyj/AACzU205SDOaMK-X0d2caXhGa  

 

Il est également possible de consulter, à la même adresse, le REEPV et le document incorporé par renvoi. 

 

 

James Van Loon 

Director General/Directeur Général 

Tobacco Control Directorate/Direction de la lutte au tabagisme  

Health Canada/Santé Canada 
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